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PGL Year 7 Trip

Year 7 students spent the latter part of last week at the PGL Adventure Centre in Surrey on a two night residential trip. Students took part in a wide range of activities including quad biking, aeroballing, mud assault course, zip wire, abseiling, campfire, camp building and a disco; and thoroughly enjoyed this final activity of their induction into the Academy.
Building Work

The new Academy entrance and Post-16 block are now completed and open. All access for parents and visitors is now through the Maberley Road pedestrian gate and into the new reception. The Sylvan Road entrance is now locked during the day.

Work is continuing on the refurbished gym – an extension, new floor and racked seating – which will be complete by this December. Also, the steel frame for the new internal walkway and additional classrooms at the back of the Academy will be finished in January. Students are managing the disruption to their movement around the Academy extremely well!

Music Developments

Music is taking big strides this year and we are happy to present our first concert, celebrating Black History Month, on Wednesday 20th October 2010. Along with Croydon Music Service, we are very fortunate to now also be working with Crystal Palace Music Academy. They deliver instrumental lessons in drums, guitar, bass, piano, keyboard and vocals. For further information look at the link on the Academy website.

Music clubs are up and running so if students want to join the jazz band, keyboard club, gospel choir, boys choir and beginners orchestra, all they need to do is look at the music notice boards for the club’s timetable and turn up!
National Award

The Academy has been presented with a national award by the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust Leading Edge Partnership Programme. The ‘Innovation and Impact Award 2010’ is in recognition of our outstanding work with Gifted and Talented students as well as our accelerated curriculum.

NASA

Three Post 16 students – Piers Elliott, Nadine Fecht and Michael Speed – fly off on 20th October to spend 10 days at the NASA Space Centres in Houston, Texas and Florida in the USA.  They secured their places after a rigorous interview and selection process, undertaken by 20 students from the Academy who applied for the trip.  During the visit they will experience astronaut training, visit Mission Control, meet NASA astronauts and scientists and complete simulated missions.  Keep up-to-date with their adventures while they are there via their blog – http://blog.beclc.com/SEA10/ 

Post 16 Open Evening

Our Post 16 is now the largest it has ever been with 365 students. The excellent teaching students receive at Harris, the wide range of courses available and our new purpose built Post 16 building make the Academy and the Post 16 Harris Federation in general an extremely attractive Sixth Form destination.

On Monday 18th October 2010 you are very welcome to visit the Academy between 5pm and 8pm to discover more about what we offer in Post 16.

Thematic Day

Earlier this week all students experienced a range of different activities designed to develop wider knowledge and skills. Students in Years 7–11 experienced workshops covering: community skills, personal health care and relationships, enterprise and preparation for Post 16.

University Visits

We expect the vast majority of our students to progress on to university and to provide a brief experience of what to expect at university we arrange visits for our Post 16 students. This week our students have visited the University of Cambridge, the University of East Anglia, Surrey University, London South Bank University, Kings College London and Oxford University Mansfield College.

Eportal

The Academy has made available a service called ePortal to all parents where access to your child’s records regarding attendance and assessment is accessible to you online. You are also able to download any reports that are produced in the future for ease of reference. Facility ePortal is an easy to understand web-based program that we hope to develop further regarding the type of information we can provide.  Secure, password-protected entry ensures that information is available to those who need it but protected from unauthorised access. Usernames and passwords have been sent to parents by post. 

Details of how to use the system are on our website at www.harriscrystalpalace.org.uk under the quick links section named “Parents guide to ePortal”. 

 
Revision Sessions

Revision sessions for examination students will operate during half-term, 25th-29th October. Letters have already been sent home with further details.

PTFA Meetings

Parents are very welcome to the forthcoming PTFA meetings on Tuesday 2nd November, Tuesday 16th November and the Quiz Evening on Thursday 25th November from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.

Important Dates:
Monday 18th October 2010: Post 16 Open Evening

Friday 22nd October 2010: Staff Training Day – Academy closed to students

Monday 25th – Friday 29th October 2010: Half term holiday

Thursday 18th November 2010: Year 7 Parents Evening

Monday 13th December 2010: Year 6 Admissions testing day – Academy closed to students

Monday 20th December 2010: Academic tutoring day

Tuesday 21st December 2010: Staff training day – Academy closed to students

Wednesday 22nd December 2010 – Monday 3rd January 2011: Christmas holiday
Tuesday 4th January 2011: First day of Term

�









[image: image2][image: image3.jpg]o |

Ofg?ed

Outstanding

2009/2010
" 4



[image: image4.jpg];@3 Harris City Academy >~

Crystal Palace



