
February 2011 NEWSLETTER
Student Equipment
One skill that is vital for success in today’s world is personal organization. This is a skill we 
take every opportunity to reinforce and develop in our students. However, one issue related 
to personal organization with a small minority of students is the lack of the correct equipment. 
A few students come to school without pens, rulers, pencils, etc which leads to the disruption 
of the start of the lesson. If parents could support the Academy by ensuring that their children 
have the correct equipment this would further support their learning.

Buildings Progress
The new internal walkway is virtually finished and this, along with several new classrooms, 
will be open and fully operational after February half-term.
Work then starts on enlarging the assembly hall, refurbishing the music room and building a 
recording studio. All building work will be completed by the end of June this year.  

English Baccalaureate
The government recently announced a new certificate that may, in the future, become an 
important passport to Further or Higher Education. This new certificate is called the English 
Baccalaureate and is awarded to students who achieve at least a grade C in the following 
GCSE subjects: English, Maths, Double Science, History or Geography, and a Modern Foreign 
Language. The curriculum for students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be modified accordingly to 
provide every student with the opportunity to achieve this qualification. 

University Applications
Our Year 13 students are working hard towards achieving excellent examination grades and 
the majority of them have already been offered places at University for next year. One student 
has been offered a place at Oxford University, a couple of students are hoping for places at 
Cambridge University and eleven other have places at the top Russell Group Universities. .

Year 8 Options Evening
Year 8 students will shortly be selecting which option subjects they would like to study at 
GCSE, starting in Year 9. The options process is slightly different this year, as we have 
modified the curriculum in order to meet the requirements of the new English Baccalaureate 
certification. To explain the choice process and to clarify exactly what students will be studying 
over their next three Academy years there is an important meeting for all parents of Year 8 
students on Monday 7th February at 7.00 p.m. We do hope that parents of Year 8 students 
will be able to attend (a letter has been sent home with all Year 8 students).

NEWSLETTER: Summer Term 2009 
To keep parents, carers and the community fully informed about the latest excellent educational successes 
and developments at the Harris City Academy Crystal Palace a half-termly newsletter will be sent home 
and posted on the Academy website. This publication will be in addition to the termly ‘Insight’ publication.

Exam Season
Our students are now fully engaged in the examination season. Over the Easter holidays there were 83 
revision session put on for students by the Academy teaching staff.
Our predictions for Year 11, 12 and 13 are that our students will maintain the outstanding examination 
performance achieved by Academy students in recent years.
Students in other Year groups are also performing well in exams, for example Year 10 students have just 
achieved the Academy’s best ever Maths GCSE Unit 1 results with 94.3% of them achieving a grade A*-C.

Student Attendance
If students are in school then they are learning and we are delighted to report that current student 
attendance levels are the best for a number of years, standing at 95.68%. The Arts Faculty won the Spring 
Term attendance trophy for the second consecutive term.

Curriculum
As the Academy develops its curriculum in line with national initiatives there will be a significant change 
in the KS4 (Years 9-11) curriculum in the coming years. The green and yellow option choice routes will be 
replaced next year by a new option system that provides all students with equal opportunities. Also, Year 
8 students in September (our current Year 7) will choose option subjects to study for GCSE over the next 
academic year, as they will have three years (Years 9,10 and 11), rather than the usual two, to follow their 
examination courses. It is important for parents to be aware of the curriculum changes taking place over 
the next few years so please watch out for the relevant curriculum information evenings that will take place 
in the Autumn.

International Baccalaureate
The Academy is planning to offer the International Baccalaureate qualification, alongside A levels, from 
September 2010. Our current year 10 students will be the first group of students able to follow this well 
respected course. At the curriculum information evenings next year look out for information on the I.B.

The Federated Sixth Form
The Academy is part of a very successful Federated Sixth Form, which includes the Harris Academy South 
Norwood and the Harris Academy Merton. Performance of students at post-16 improves year on year 
and the growth of the Federated Sixth Form means that we can offer a much greater range of courses 
to our students. There are already 500 students in the Federated Sixth Form, 300 at Crystal Palace, with 
applications for places in September currently well over a 1000, including 150 of our 180 Year 11 students.

University Aspirations
It is excellent to see so many of our Year 13 students aspiring to attend the very best Universities. 
Currently 27% of them have received offers from the top twenty Universities in this country (Oxford, 
Cambridge, LSE, Imperial, Warwick, amongst them).

Summer Term 2009 NEWSLETTER (2) 
To keep parents, carers and the community fully informed about the latest excellent educational 
successes and developments at the Harris City Academy Crystal Palace a half-termly newsletter will be 
sent home and posted on the Academy website. This publication will be in addition to the termly ‘Insight’ 
publication.
__________________________________________________________________________
NASA Trip and Space 
Three of our Year 13 students will in October of this year get the opportunity to visit NASA in Houston and Florida 
in the USA for two weeks. The trip amongst other things will involve a Level 9 tour of the Johnson Space Centre 
and a visit to the astronaut training centre at the Kennedy Facility. Twelve students are competing for selection on 
this potentially life changing trip. 

As part of our drive to encourage even more students to follow scientific courses as well as developing 21st 
Century skills, students across the Academy were recently treated to a morning listening to and working with a 
real NASA astronaut and engineer. Amber Gell is in charge of ‘Docking Integration’ for the new space station and 
space vehicles as part of the Orion space programme. A brief outline of her work can be seen at the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBOPnUaEXJU 

Student Uniform 
The Academy has very high expectations of of behaviour and self-discipline. A major part of this is students fully 
complying to the Academy uniform code. The full uniform guidance is provided in each student planner and on the 
Academy website. There are two new uniform developments for the new academic year: 

• The only hat that students will be allowed to wear is our new HCACP beanie hat. These cost £4 and can be 
viewed on the college website. They are available from Maybury Sports. 

• Next summer as there will be students from all different year groups studying for exams, the expectation will 
be that all students will wear their Academy uniform for each exam they sit. This will apply to students sitting 
exams from Year 7 to Year 13. This will also apply to revision classes during the normal Academy day in 
order to maintain security.

Admissions
The Academy was the most popular school in the area in terms of the number of first choice applications for 
places in September 2009. With the 180 places allocated there were 132 appeals for additional places of which 
seven were successful. Parents of Year 6 students should be aware that applicants for September 2010 will be 
expected to attend one of two testing days at the Academy on either Monday 14th or Friday 18th December 2009. 

PXS Presentation and Results 
The Personal eXtended Study (PXS) produced by all students in Year 7 to 10 led to the production of some 
fantastic work this year. Almost 300 of the 700 students completing the PXS achieved a distinction. The PXS’s 
produced included animated films, a student setting up their own fashion company, a film, artwork, poetry, and 
much more. The following 10 DISTINCTION winners will be invited to the PXS Awards Ceremony at 5pm on 
Thursday 16th July 2009 where they will present their PXS to a panel of judges. The overall winner will receive a 
Trophy and Digital Camera, with each year group winner receiving a Trophy and an IPOD Shuffle: Banshri Shah 
9CB, Charlie Parker 9AP/Louis Hyde/Adan Abdi/Michael Ashton/Adil Aslan/Peter England 9CK, Oliver Murray 
8AA, Vincent Nimoh 8TB, Christine Treadwell 8SP, Shaiyana Cummings 7SS, Chika Iwenofu 10TP, Lauren Dark 
10AA, Chuek-Sum Chan 7CK, Stacey Sorahan 10CK/Anid Bytyci 10TB, Sebastian Chu 8CK. 

Football Future 



Ski Trip
Twenty-four students and staff will be spending half-term in Austria on the annual Ski trip over 
half-term.

Half-Term Revision
There will be revision sessions on offer during half-term for Year 10-13 students. All sessions 
will start promptly at 9.00 a.m and some will finish at 3.30 p.m. A revision timetable will be 
available to students by Wednesday 16th February.

PTFA
A big thank you to all members of the Parent Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA) who 
have worked extremely hard over the years to raise enough funds to further support our 
students’ education. They have raised over £2,000 which they have donated to a number 
of subject areas to buy a range of educational items: PE – 2 table tennis tables, Art – a 
guillotine, Design and Technology – TV screens to showcase students work in the D+T area 
and a visualizer to enable students to access information at home through the VLE, Maths – 
whiteboards and pens, French – a French learning subscription for a year.
The PTFA are holding their AGM meeting on Tuesday 8th March. All parents are invited.

Student of the Week
Since September we have been giving a weekly award to a student for doing something 
above and beyond our usual high expectations. So far this term the following students have 
been winners of this award: Morgan Mullohand-Toy 7CK, Cordell Lake-Benjamin 11CK, 
Nathan Obayori 8AP, Lydia Stiller-Flowerdew 12CN, Piers Elliot 13CN, Savion Bepot 12CA, 
Ella Smith 9CB, David Walker 13CN, Faith Douglas-Sargeant 7SP, Tom Chandy 10TP, Oliver 
Murray 10AP, Reanna Lewis 9SP, Josh Capon 10CB, Chika Iwenofu 12, Hafsah Kumbay 12.

Important Dates:
Monday 7th February 2011: Year 8 Options Evening for parents.
Friday 18th February 2011: Staff training day – Academy closed to students
Monday 21st February – Friday 25th February 2011: Half-Term holiday
Monday 28th February 2011: All students return to the Academy
Tuesday 1st March 2011: Year 8 Parents Evening
Monday 14th – Friday 18th March 2011: Science Week
Wednesday 16th March 2011: Science Week Open Evening 5 p.m-8 p.m
Thursday 17th March 2011: Year 12 Parents Evening
Monday 11th April -  Monday 25th April 2011 (inclusive): Easter holiday
Tuesday 26th April 2011: All students return to the Academy for the first day of the Summer Term
Friday 29th April 2011: Academy closed for Public Holiday (Royal Wedding)
Monday 2nd May 2011: Academy closed for Bank Holiday
Tuesday 3rd May 2011: All students return to the Academy.


